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Feelings of di,sabled reflected in play
by Debbie Zeigler
''Don't call me deaf and dumb. I'm .n ot
dumb. I can do anything I want to; I just
can't hear. "
''My mom said to never be ashamed of
it. It's something I've got to live witlt. ''
"If I want to have a party, J'U have a
party. What's going to stop me? It won't be
this wheelchair. ' '
''They want to work; they want to have
families; they have rights too. ''

I

These are some of the feelings of the siJ:
disabled persons in a play called "As
Others See Us," a drama in which the
characters stilre their thoughts and
e:s:periences about being disabled. The play
was performed at the Hilltop Conference
Center October 17,

certain words.
He said society thinks of handicapped
people as "less" and "not being able to do
certain things. Society doesn't give them
credit for the things they can do,'' he said.
"I always felt less than the other kids.
But my family gave a great amount of love
and understanding. They were a source of
great strength," he said.
Blanchard got married this summer, and
he said his wife urged him to get involved
with the play, he said.
"I just wanted to stay at my job at
Eastern Maine Medical Center. 'It was so
stable. Why should I shake up my life?" he
said. 'Mark transported patients from floor
to floor at the medical center. He said the
job was easy but boring.
Graduated from Husson College in 1973,
be said be wu never able to sell himself

spine.
until you' re dead."
He said he's doing the play to help other
Greenleaf decided be wants to work for
his doctorate in se:s:ology and help people who have the same problems as
·he-"to help them get a job."
paraplegics with se:s:ual problems.
Lebree said he can't read or write, which
"Some have real problems, especially
men, after becoming disabled,'' he said. hinders him in getting good ,,employment.
Greenleaf said bis wife is "super." He He said he's also a recovered alcoholic.
. "I guess it call came about as a result of
said be knows men whose wives have left
my first handicap,'' he said. At times,
after their husbands become disabled.
In the play, Greenleaf tells a story of Lebree said, he contemplated suicide.
"But wbft about the people left
taking his wheelchair through a carwasb.
"I got lit last summer, ai:id I decided my · behind?" he said. "You have to think of
wheelchair was dirty, so I took it down to them. There's always people worse off
the carwash and ran it through with me in than me."
"I get depressed a lot,'' be said.
it. The hot water and soap wasn't bad, but
''Before, I used to drink a lot. Now, I like to
that wu job was a bitch," he said.
"I can be just as crazy sitting down as I go for. a wallt or call a friend. That helps
[coatlnaed to pap 6)
was when I was standing up," he said.
Greenleaf was a sheet metal mechanic
GET YOUR KIT TOGETHER!
foreman before bis accident. He traveled
all over the country and world with bis wife
Frostllne ·Klts are easy to sew,
and son building gas stations and eating
Inexpensive, outdoor equipment
places, such as Kentucky Fried Chicken
kits. Down vests, parkas,
restaurants. "I built Stacey's Fuel Mart in
sleeping bags; tents, packs, etc.
Brewer in 13 days,'' he said.
The deaf interpreter for the play is
. All offered at a
Victoria Adams. She stands off to the side
SPECIAL STUDENT DISCOUNT
and signs every word spoken during the
when ordered through the
play.
~ S.T.O.R.M. workshop. lndlvfdual
Both of Adams's parents were deaf, and
she remembers other people making_fun of_
~nstructtons and sewing machines
her father.
available. Catalogues available at
"My father used to work in a factory.
the front desk of each dorm, the
One man used to make fun of him all the
time. But later that man got married and Student Union and the Craft Center
had a baby who couldn't bear, " she said.
For Information ordering contact:
Frank Lebree of Old Town has had seven
Susan Whitby
operati6ns on bis spine. Forty-two years
ago he was born with curvature of the
320 Penob. 581 -7186

'I'm not dumb, I just can't hear.'
Written by Burton Alho and Beth
Hartment, the script was written from
interviews with each of the disabled
people. Alho and Hartman conducted
taped conversations with the handicapped
persons about their lives and disabilities,
and the persons interviewed are the same
who act in the play.
Patricia Brown, a 19-year-old member of
the cast, is deaf. She lost her he&ring at
three when she suffered from viral
pneumonia.
·
"Being deaf never bothered me. A'lot of
people avoid deaf people. We're not going
to bite," she said.
She said it's easy to communicate with a
deaf person. There are gestures, and one
can always use writing, she said.
"But then," she said, "some deaf
pei>ple will avoid hearing people." If
someone makes fun of her signing, she
said, she gets upset.
Brown enjoys all types of winter sports
and bas a driver's license. She said the
deaf have less accidents than people with
hearing because they concentrate more on
their driving.
She said deaf people undentand body
language better than other people. It's
very normal for a deaf person to be able to
interpret this type of communication, she
said.
She said she never wanted 10 go to a
special school, although she ~id. She ·
wanted to go with her friends to public
school in a bus and not be taken to school in
a ta:li, and this feeling comes out stronaly
in the play.
Someday she would like to become a
photographer or a camerawoman. She
studied photography at , the Rochester
School of Technology in Rochester, N.Y.
She teaches a ni1ht class in sign
language at Bangor High School. .
Mark Blanchard, another actor m the
play, had polio when he was 13 m?"~ old.
He said one thing that bothers him 1s that
he caught it "so damn close to ~h~n that
vaccine came out." Mark had polio 1n 1951
and the polio vaccine came out within
months after be contracted the disease.
"My problem , other than my 10 pound
brace, is my speech," he said. Blanchard
stutters and has difficulty in speaking

durlng a job interview.
"I never had enough confidence in
myself,'' he said.
"My biggest regret throughout the years
is not being able to play sports,'' he said.
"I've got a real competitive spirit."
Jim Greenleaf, 31, is the paraplegic
member of the cast. A husky man, Jim was
26 when he was in a car accident that left
him paralyzed from the waist down.
"I remember stopping for gas, and the
:ne:s:t thing I remembered, I was waking. up
in an ambulance. They told me I hit a
bridge, and, you know, bridges don't move
when you hit them,'' be said.
He was studying art at the Univenity but
he said, "You can't make any money at it
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Someday be said be would lite to have
bis own pizza and sub shop, he said.
Another character in the play is June
Hartford. Her handicap, a damaged
cerebellum, is not a noticable as the others'
disabilities.
"Butl can mate it," she said. "I always
believe there are things you can over·
!come."
Melissa Jones is blind, has diabetes and
is arthritic. She will not be able to start the
tour as she is in the hospital recovering
from a heart attack.
In her place, Betty Glanville will
perform. She said it's not bard to play a
blind person. She has a relative who is

handicapped i,i society
legally blind, and she has worked with
mentaJly retarded and handicapped people
before, she said.
Burton Albo and Beth Hartman, in
addition to writing the play, are also
directors of the production. They decided
to produce this type of drama after tbey did
a play last year about e.lderly people with
their problems in society.
For the play involving disabled persons,
they interviewd over 100 people, they said.
They wanted a variety of ages and different
types of handicaps. The age span goes
from 19 to S4.
After the selection process ended, the
more intense interviews began in June in

the-English-Math Building. For six weeks,
Alho and Hartman used readings and
music to stimulate reaction from the
disabled persons about their disabilities.
"We tried to write the script so that it
presents the person first, then the
handicap," Hartman said during August:
"We would lite to change how the public
views the disabled," Hartman said. "It's
an unconventional means to change public
policy. We want public policy makers to get
involved emotionally.''
Fundi~g for the project came from a
grant by the Maine Council for the
Humanities and Public Police and the
National Endowment for the Humanities.
Funds were also provided by the Penobscot
Consortium of Training and Employment.
The grant, entitled "The .Disabled: An
Economic and Human Resource," was
written by Joanne Fritsche, director of the
Equal Educational and Employment Office
in Aubert Han. She said the project
received 518,886 from the Maine Council
and 556,000 from CETA to support the
salaries for nine people for duration of the
tur.
The next performance will be Nov. 9 at
the Oronota restaurant, Orono, at 7 p.m.
The ' performance will be foJlowed by
discussion periods, and there is free
admission.

